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census data 1790-2010 

GIS-compatible boundary files  

mapping options – online tool 

statistical atlas including  
e.g. census data  

historical maps  

travel writing with geo-
referenced places 
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Polish hGIS – main ideas 

Exploration of the old maps’ informative potential 

through a web-based Historical GIS Platform for Poland. 

Developing appropriate  functionality of the platform. 

 

Potentianl users are: historians, archaeologists, urban 
planners, sociologists, biologists...     
and others interested in the subject. 
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Polish hGIS – collaborators 

Institute of History, University of Warsaw; 

Department of Cartography, University of Warsaw; 

Institute of History, Polish Academy of Sciences; 

The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin; 

Cartomatic 
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Polish history… 

Source: http://www.ogoor.tvteletronik.pl/stronka/3.html 
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… and its consequences for cartography 

Pres
en

ted
 at

  

SOMAP 20
12

, V
ien

na



Workflow 
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Additional functionality: 
advanced editing and crowdsourcing tools 
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Editing tools 

Draw point 

Draw line 

Draw polygon 

Nodes editing Object deletion 

Snapping 

Skeleton view 

Nodes view 
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Workflow 
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Variety in railways and roads  
classifications in 19th and 20th century 

Pres
en

ted
 at

  

SOMAP 20
12

, V
ien

na



Results of the railways analysis 
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Concept of  
the part of generic model 
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Roads analysis: challenges 

 Unification/standarisation is more complex 

 railways: 8 categories in generic model, 

 roads: at least 20 specific categories,   

 Legend categories are classified according: 

 road quality (surface, width) 

 purpose (post roads, commercial roads, used by horses, etc.) 

 importance (state road, district road, local road)  

 Is the first legend category the most important one? 

 Constructing a legend in 19th century – idea or incident? 
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Future of the platform 
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